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Sec. 

(a) Establishment; chairperson. 
(b) Report to Congress on composition 

and functions. 
(c) Employment of personnel. 

2471a. Users’ advisory group. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Exemption. 

2472. National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion. 

(a) Establishment; appointment and du-
ties of Administrator. 

(b) Deputy Administrator; appointment 
and duties. 

(c) Restriction on engaging in any other 
business, vocation, or employment. 

2473. Functions of Administration. 
(a) Planning, directing and conducting 

aeronautical and space activities; 
participation by scientific commu-
nity; dissemination of information. 

(b) Research, development, etc., in 
ground propulsion technologies and 
solar heating and cooling tech-
nologies. 

(c) Powers of Administration in perform-
ance of its functions. 

2473a. Repealed. 
2473b. Award of prime and subcontracts to small 

businesses and disadvantaged individuals. 
2473c. Drug and alcohol testing. 

(a) Short title. 
(b) Findings. 
(c) Testing program. 
(d) Prohibition on service. 
(e) Program for rehabilitation. 
(f) Procedures for testing. 
(g) Effect on other laws and regulations. 
(h) ‘‘Controlled substance’’ defined. 

2473d. Use of abandoned and underutilized buildings, 
grounds, and facilities. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Definition. 

2474. Omitted. 
2475. International cooperation. 
2475a. Competitiveness and international coopera-

tion. 
(a) Limitation. 
(b) National interests. 

2475b. Foreign contract limitation. 
2476. Reports to Congress. 

(a) Presidential report; transmittal. 
(b) Recommendations for additional leg-

islation. 
(c) Classified information. 

2476a. Disposal of excess land; approval by Congres-
sional committees. 

2476b. Donations for space shuttle orbiter. 
(a) Acceptance by Administrator and use. 
(b) Termination of authority to accept; 

use of unneeded gifts and donations. 
(c) Name of space shuttle orbiter. 

2477. Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel; member-
ship; appointment; term; powers and duties 
of Panel; Chairman; compensation, travel 
and other necessary expenses; NASA mem-
bership restriction. 

SUBCHAPTER III—UPPER ATMOSPHERE 
RESEARCH 

2481. Congressional declaration of purpose and pol-
icy. 

2482. ‘‘Upper atmosphere’’ defined. 
2483. Program authorized. 
2484. International cooperation. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 41 section 421. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 2451. Congressional declaration of policy and 
purpose 

(a) Devotion of space activities to peaceful pur-
poses for benefit of all mankind 

The Congress declares that it is the policy of 
the United States that activities in space should 
be devoted to peaceful purposes for the benefit 
of all mankind. 

(b) Aeronautical and space activities for welfare 
and security of United States; control by ci-
vilian agency; exceptions 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
and security of the United States require that 
adequate provision be made for aeronautical and 
space activities. The Congress further declares 
that such activities shall be the responsibility 
of, and shall be directed by, a civilian agency ex-
ercising control over aeronautical and space ac-
tivities sponsored by the United States, except 
that activities peculiar to or primarily associ-
ated with the development of weapons systems, 
military operations, or the defense of the United 
States (including the research and development 
necessary to make effective provision for the de-
fense of the United States) shall be the respon-
sibility of, and shall be directed by, the Depart-
ment of Defense; and that determination as to 
which such agency has responsibility for and di-
rection of any such activity shall be made by 
the President in conformity with section 2471(e) 
of this title. 

(c) Commercial use of space 

The Congress declares that the general welfare 
of the United States requires that the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (as es-
tablished by subchapter II of this chapter) seek 
and encourage, to the maximum extent possible, 
the fullest commercial use of space. 

(d) Objectives of aeronautical and space activi-
ties 

The aeronautical and space activities of the 
United States shall be conducted so as to con-
tribute materially to one or more of the follow-
ing objectives: 

(1) The expansion of human knowledge of the 
Earth and of phenomena in the atmosphere 
and space; 

(2) The improvement of the usefulness, per-
formance, speed, safety, and efficiency of aero-
nautical and space vehicles; 

(3) The development and operation of vehi-
cles capable of carrying instruments, equip-
ment, supplies, and living organisms through 
space; 

(4) The establishment of long-range studies 
of the potential benefits to be gained from, the 
opportunities for, and the problems involved 
in the utilization of aeronautical and space ac-
tivities for peaceful and scientific purposes; 

(5) The preservation of the role of the United 
States as a leader in aeronautical and space 
science and technology and in the application 
thereof to the conduct of peaceful activities 
within and outside the atmosphere; 

(6) The making available to agencies di-
rectly concerned with national defense of dis-
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